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STUDENT POLICIES GOALS

The Board advocates the following goals to:
1. enhance equal educational opportunities for all students;
2. instill in all students the ability to be critical thinkers and to strive for lifelong learning;
3. promote consistent attendance;

4. ensure that the constitutional rights of all students as citizens in a democracy have
practical meaning and application;

5. develop in students a deep sense of personal responsibility for their actions;

6. attend vigorously to matters of student safety, health and welfare;

7. deal justly and constructively with all students in matters of discipline and

8. help all students feel that they are valued as individual persons in the school
environment.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: Ohio Const. Art. Il
ORC 3313.20; 3313.48
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EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

All students of the District have equal educational opportunities.

Students have the right to be free from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
citizenship status, ancestry, religion, sex, economic status, marital status, pregnancy, age,
disability or military status in all decisions affecting admissions; membership in school-
sponsored organizations, clubs or activities; access to facilities; distribution of funds; academic
evaluations or any other aspect of school-sponsored activities. Any limitations with regard to
participation in a school-sponsored activity are based on criteria reasonably related to that
specific activity.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
Civil Rights Act, Title VI; 42 USC 2000d et seq.
Civil Rights Act, (Amended 1972), Title V1I; 42 USC 2000e et seq.
Executive Order 11246, 1965, amended by Executive Order 11375
Education Amendments of 1972, Title IX, Pub. L. No. 92-318 (1972)
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act; 20 USC 1400 et seq.
Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008; 42 USC 12101 et seq.
Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504
ORC 9.60 through 9.62

Chapter 4112

OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination
ACA, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex
ACB, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability
GBA, Equal Opportunity Employment
IGBA, Programs for Students with Disabilities
IGBB, Programs for Gifted and Talented Students
IGBI, Limited English Proficiency
JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students
JFA, Student Due Process Rights
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ENTRANCE AGE
(Mandatory Kindergarten)

Each child who is five years of age on or before August 1 is eligible to enroll in kindergarten.
Each child who is six years of age on or before August 1 and who has successfully completed
kindergarten is eligible to enroll in the first grade.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REF.: ORC 3321.01

CROSS REFS.: IKEB, Acceleration
JEA, Compulsory Attendance Ages
JEBA, Early Entrance to Kindergarten
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EARLY ENTRANCE TO KINDERGARTEN

State law establishes minimum age requirements for admission to kindergarten. A child who
does not meet the age requirements for admittance to kindergarten or first grade, but who will be
five or six years old, respectively, prior to January 1 of the school year in which admission is
requested, shall be evaluated for early admittance in accordance with District policy upon
referral by the child’s parent or guardian, an educator employed by the District, a preschool
educator who knows the child or a pediatrician or psychologist who knows the child. Following
an evaluation in accordance with such a referral, the Board decides whether to admit the child.

If a child, for whom admission to kindergarten or first grade is requested, will not be five or six
years of age, respectively, prior to January 1 of the school year in which admission is requested,
the child is admitted only in accordance with the District’s acceleration policy adopted under
State law.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3314.06
3314.08
3321.01
3324.01 et seq.
OAC 3301-51-15

CROSS REFS.: IGBB, Programs for Gifted and Talented Students
IKEB, Acceleration
JEB, Entrance Age (Mandatory Kindergarten)
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SCHOOL ADMISSION

The District provides free education to District residents between the ages of five through 21
who do not possess a diploma. Students who do not legally qualify as residents may be required
to pay tuition as established by law and Board policy.

A student is considered a resident of the District if he/she resides with a parent, a grandparent
with either power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit or a person or government
agency with legal custody whose place of residence is within the boundaries of the District.
Parents, and grandparents with either power of attorney or caretaker authorization affidavit, may
be required to present legal proofs of residence.

New entrants at all grade levels are required to present at the time of enrollment a birth
certificate or other document as evidence of birth, a certified copy of any child custody order or
decree, proof of having received or being in the process of receiving required immunizations and
copies of those records pertaining to him/her, which are maintained by the school most recently
attended. A protected child, as defined by State law, may not be denied admission to the school
solely because the child does not present a birth certificate or comparable document upon
registration. A protected child or parent, guardian or custodian of the child must present this
documentation within 90 days after the child’s initial entry into the school. The District
immediately enrolls homeless students and foster students and assists in obtaining the necessary
enrollment documents.

In addition, students released from the Department of Youth Services (DYS), just prior to
requesting admission to the District, may not be admitted until the Superintendent has received
all required documents provided by DYS. Forwarded documents are:

1. an updated copy of the student’s transcript;

2. areport of the student’s behavior in school while in DYS custody;

3. the student’s current Individualized Education Program, if developed, and

4. asummary of the institutional record of the student’s behavior.
DYS has 14 days to send the documents to the Superintendent.
[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

[Re-adoption date: March 10, 2015]
[Re-adoption date: November 8, 2016]
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LEGAL REFS.: ORC 2151.33;

2152.18(D)(4)
3109.52 through 3109.61; 3109.65 through 3109.76;
3109.78; 3109.79; 3109.80
3313.48; 3313.64; 3313.67; 3313.671; 3313.672
3317.08
3321.01
OAC 3301-35-04(F)

CROSS REFS.: AFI, Evaluation of Educational Resources

NOTE:

IGBA, Programs for Students with Disabilities

JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students

JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students

JEE, Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)
JHCA, Physical Examinations of Students

JHCB, Immunizations

JO, Student Records

Use this category for statements covering all school admissions. Statements on
exceptions to general residency requirements, tuition charges for nonresident
students, admission of students from neighboring districts on a transfer basis, etc.,
should be filed under the appropriate subcategory of code JEC.

For purposes of determining a student’s ““residence,” the term ““parent” is defined
by law as ““... either parent, unless the parents are separated or divorced, in which
case ‘parent’ means the parent with legal custody of the child. If neither parent has
legal custody of the child, ‘parent” means the person or agency with legal custody
or permanent custody...” See policy JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students, for
related statements.

House Bill 367 (2014) defines a ““protected child” as a child placed in a foster
home as defined by Ohio Revised Code Section (RC) 5103.02 or in a residential
facility defined as a group home for children, a children’s crisis care facility,
children’s residential center, residential parenting facility that provides 24-hour
childcare, county children’s home or district children’s home. The definition and
accompanying prohibition on denying a protected child admission based solely on
inability to present a birth certificate upon enrollment is found in RC 3313.672.

20f2
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File: JECAA

ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS

The Board believes that all school-aged students, including homeless students and
unaccompanied youth, have a basic right to equal educational opportunities. Accordingly, the
District must enroll each homeless student or unaccompanied youth in the District in the school
determined to be in the student’s best interest. Enrollment is defined by the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act as attending classes and participating fully in school activities.

A homeless student is defined as an individual who lacks fixed, regular and adequate nighttime
residence including:

1. sharing the housing with other people due to loss of housing, economic hardship or a
similar reason;

2. living in a motel, hotel, trailer park or campground due to the lack of alternative
adequate accommaodations;

3. living in emergency or transitional shelters;
4. abandonment in hospitals;

5. aprimary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or
ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;

6. living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or
train stations or similar settings;

7. migratory students living in circumstances described above and

8. anunaccompanied youth who is homeless and not in the physical custody of a parent or
guardian.

In compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the District must make
school placement determinations on the basis of the best interest of the student. The District
presumes that keeping the homeless child or youth in the school of origin is in the child or
youth’s best interest, unless doing so is contrary to the request of the student’s parent or
guardian, or the unaccompanied youth. When considering the school of best interest, the District
considers student centered factors related to the homeless child or youth’s best interest including
factors related to the impact of mobility on achievement, education, health and safety of the child
or youth and gives priority to the homeless child or youth’s parent or guardian or the
unaccompanied youth.
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File: JECAA

The District complies with a request made by a parent(s) regarding school placement regardless
of whether the student lives with the homeless parent(s) or is temporarily residing elsewhere.

The Board ensures that:

1.

it reviews and revises Board policies and regulations to eliminate barriers to the
identification, enrollment, retention and success in school of homeless students
including barriers to enrollment and retention due to outstanding fees or fines, or
absences;

the District does not segregate homeless children or youth into separate schools or
separate programs within a school, based on the student’s status as homeless;

it appoints a District liaison, able to carry out their duties, who ensures that homeless
students are identified and enroll and succeed in school and ensures the liaison is
trained in compliance with law;

it provides training opportunities for staff on identifying and serving homeless students;

homeless children or youth are immediately enrolled even if the child or youth is
unable to produce records normally required for enrollment such as previous academic
records, records of immunization and other required health records, proof of residency
or other documentation, or if the student has missed application or enrollment deadlines
during any period of homelessness;

homeless children or youth are provided with education, nutrition and transportation
services that are at least comparable to the services provided to non-homeless students
and

homeless students and unaccompanied youth meeting the relevant eligibility criteria do
not face barriers to accessing academic and extracurricular activities including: magnet
school; summer school; career and technical education; advanced placement; online
learning and charter school programs.

The liaison carries out all duties required by law, ensures compliance with the sub-grant and
coordinates services for homeless students with local social service agencies and programs,
including those funded under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act.

A student who ceases to be homeless may continue to receive services until the end of the period
of time for which the service was originally intended to be provided, which may be the end of
the school year or the end of a program cycle.
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File: JECAA

Information about a homeless child or youth’s living situation is part of the student education
record and is not considered directory information.

The District complies with the Ohio Department of Education’s Plan and State and Federal laws
for the education of homeless students.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: December 8, 2015]
[Re-adoption date: January 17, 2018]
[Re-adoption date: March 13, 2018]

LEGAL REFS.: The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.

CROSS REFS.:

NOTE:

42 USC Sections 11431 et seq.
ORC 9.60 through 9.62
3313.64(F)(13)
OAC 3301-35-02; 3301-35-04; 3301-35-06

AC, Nondiscrimination

JB, Equal Educational Opportunities
JEC, School Admission

JHCB, Immunizations

JO, Student Records

All school districts that are direct recipients of federal funds are required to have a
board policy on the admission of homeless students. In addition, administrators

must:

1.  provide documentation/evidence of communication disseminated/posted by the
district;

2.  identify a Homeless Coordinator in the CCIP Address Book;

3. provide evidence of program/information provided to staff regarding the
specific needs of homeless students and

4.  establish a dispute resolution procedure.

The Every Student Succeeds Act revised the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act requirements effective October 1, 2016 and expanded district obligations for
identifying and serving homeless students. Students awaiting foster care placement
were removed from the definition of homeless student and are covered in separate
provisions for foster students effective December 10, 2016. Homeless students also
are a new subgroup for accountability and reporting purposes.
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File: JECAA-R

ADMISSION OF HOMELESS STUDENTS
(Dispute Resolution Process)

If a dispute arises over eligibility, school selection or enrollment, the District will immediately
enroll the child/unaccompanied youth in the school in which he/she is seeking enroliment,
pending resolution of the dispute, including all appeals. Enrollment is defined by the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act as attending classes and participating fully in school activities.

1.

District staff will refer the student, parent or guardian to the District liaison who will
initiate the dispute resolution process as quickly as possible. The District liaison will
make sure that the District follows the dispute resolution process. The liaison also must
ensure that unaccompanied youth receive the same rights to appeal a district’s
eligibility, school selection or enrollment decision as parents and guardians. The role
of the District liaison is to assist the student, parent or guardian through the duration of
the dispute resolution process. The process will be open and transparent among those
involved.

Upon determination of eligibility, enrollment or school selection, the District will
provide a written explanation of any decisions made to parents, guardians or
unaccompanied youth. The written explanation will be easy to understand and free of
jargon. When appropriate, the District will translate the decision into the recipient’s
dominant language. At a minimum, the written explanation of how the District reached
its decision regarding eligibility, school selection or enrollment will include:

A. A description of the action that the District proposed or refused,;

B. Anexplanation of why the District proposed or refused the action;

C.  Addescription of any other options the District considered;

D. The reasons why the District rejected any other options;

E.  Adescription of any other factors relevant to the District’s decision and
information related to the eligibility or best interest determination. This includes
the facts, witnesses and evidence relied upon and their sources;

F.  Appropriate timelines to ensure any relevant deadlines are met;

G. Contact information for the District liaison and state homeless education
coordinator and a brief description of their roles and

H.  Notice to the recipient of their right to file an appeal, including step-by-step
instructions of how to file an appeal.
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File: JECAA-R

3. The student, parent or guardian has the right to appeal any district determination of
eligibility, school selection or enrollment. The District liaison will guide the student,
parent or guardian through the entire dispute resolution process. The liaison will assist
in both the local and state-level appeals process, if necessary. This includes recording
evidence that will be used to write an appeal if a parent, guardian or unaccompanied
youth cannot do so by him or herself and providing access to school materials, such as
copiers and fax machines.

4. Following an appeal at the local level, if the student, parent or guardian still disagrees
with the determination, they may appeal to the Ohio Department of Education (ODE).
The District liaison will forward all written documentation and related documents to the
ODE state coordinator for homeless education. Upon receipt of any requested
documentation, the state coordinator for homeless education will investigate the dispute
and request applicable documentation. ODE will make a decision within 15 school
days from the receipt of all necessary materials and will provide the final decision to
the District Superintendent, building principal, local liaison, and parent, guardian or
unaccompanied youth. All parties must immediately adhere to the final determination.

[Adoption date: December 8, 2015]
[Re-adoption date: January 17, 2018]
[Re-adoption date: March 13, 2018]

NOTE: All school districts are required to have a dispute resolution process. The language
incorporated here is based on the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) model
dispute resolution policy. While not required to appear in board policy, this
regulation helps document the district’s process to ensure compliance with
requirements of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act. ODE also has
developed forms that may be used for purpose of managing the dispute resolution
process. Information and resources are available on ODE’s homeless students web

page.
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ADMISSION OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

In order to be eligible for a free public education in the District’s schools, a student must be the
child of a resident of the District or reside with a grandparent with either power of attorney or
caretaker authorization affidavit. If legal or permanent custody or legal guardianship of the
student has been granted by a court to a resident of the District or a government agency within
the District, the student is entitled to attend District schools and tuition is paid in compliance
with State law.

In compliance with State law and Board policy, nonresident students are exempt from paying
tuition when:

1.

an adult resident of the District submits a sworn statement that he/she has begun legal
custody proceedings for the student (maximum 60 days permitted);

the student is at least 18 but not yet 22 years of age and resides in the District, lives
apart from his/her parent(s), supports himself/herself by his/her own labor and does not
possess a high school diploma;

the student is under 18 years of age, resides in the District and is married, regardless of
the residence of the parent(s);

the student has a medical condition that may require emergency attention and his/her
parent is employed in the District;

(The parent(s) of such child must submit to the Board a statement from the child’s
physician certifying that the child’s medical condition may require emergency medical
attention.)

the student resides with a person other than his/her parent(s) and such student has a
parent serving outside Ohio in the U.S. Armed Services;

(The student’s parent(s) must file an affidavit with the Superintendent stating (1) that
the parent is serving outside the state in the U.S. Armed Services, (2) that the parent
intends to reside in the District upon returning to the state, and (3) the name and address
of the person with whom the student is living while the parent is outside the state. This
tuition exemption may be granted only for a period of up to 12 months.)
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10.

11.

12.

File: JECB

the student resides with a parent who is planning to either have a home built or has
purchased a home in the District and is waiting for the closing date of the mortgage
loan;

(The student’s parent(s) must provide the Superintendent with a sworn statement
revealing the location of the house and the parent(s)’ intention to reside there. The
parent(s) must also provide a statement from a homebuilder, real estate broker or bank
officer confirming that the house construction is planned or is awaiting approval of the
mortgage loan. The period for tuition-free attendance in these cases may extend up to
90 days.)

the student’s parent is a full-time employee of the District;

(Any such policy shall take effect on the first day of the school year and the effective date
of any amendment or repeal may not be prior to the first day of the subsequent school
year. The policy shall be uniformly applied to all such children and shall provide for the
admission of any such student upon request of the parent(s). No student may be admitted
under this policy after the first day of classes of any school year.)

the student resides with his/her parent(s) under the care of a shelter for victims of
domestic violence;

the student is not a resident of the District, does not require special education and
resides with his/her grandparent(s), provided that the Board and the board of the district
in which the student’s parent(s) reside enter into a written agreement showing good
cause for the student to be admitted to the District;

(The grandparent(s) are required to sign all consent forms required by the District, even
if the student would remain in the legal custody of the parent(s).)

the student is under the age of 22 and his/her parent(s) moved from the District, but
within the county, after the first full week of October, for the remainder of the school
year;

the student is under the age of 22 and his/her parent(s) moved from the District
following the commencement of classes during the student’s senior year, for the
remainder of the school year and for one additional semester;

the student is under the age of 22 and resides in a new school district because of the
death of a parent;

(The student is entitled to finish the current school year in the District upon approval of
the Board.)
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File: JECB

13. the student is under the age of 22 and the superintendent of the district in which the
student is entitled to attend (the student’s district of origin) enters into a contract with
the Superintendent of this District (the district into which the student wishes to enroll)
consenting to the attendance of the student in this District or
(The Superintendent of this District specifies that the purpose of such attendance is to
protect the student’s physical or mental well-being or to deal with other extenuating
circumstances deemed appropriate by the Superintendent.)

14. the student whose parent is a full-time employee of an educational service center may
be admitted tuition free to the schools of the district where the parent’s job is primarily
located, pursuant to the admission policy of that district.

The Board does not waive the payment of tuition, except:

1. when agreements have been established with other boards of education to serve their
students in career-technical or special education classes on a cooperative basis, as
permitted by law;

2. when foreign exchange students, sponsored under an approved exchange program,
reside in the District temporarily or

3. for adult residents or support staff employees of the District who meet the criteria
established by the Board.

In all cases, specific Board permission to waive tuition must be obtained for each individual
case.

The District may temporarily deny admittance to any student who otherwise may be admitted to
the District, if the student has been expelled from the schools of another district and if the period
of expulsion has not expired. The student and parent(s) will have an opportunity for a hearing

before the Superintendent/designee to determine the admittance or nonadmittance of the student.

Tuition Students

Applications from nonresidents to attend the schools on a tuition basis may be considered if
space is available. The amount of tuition is set annually by the state, based on a per-student cost
determined in compliance with State law. Nonresident students must provide all records
required of resident students in compliance with State law.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
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LEGAL REFS.: ORC 2152.18(D)(4)
3109.52 through 3109.61; 3109.65 through 3109.76;
3109.78; 3109.79; 3109.80

3311.211
3313.64; 3313.644; 3313.645; 3313.65; 3313.672; 3313.90
3317.08
3319.01
3323.04
3327.04; 3327.06

OAC 3301-35-04
3301-42-01

CROSS REFS.: JEC, School Admission
JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students
JECBA, Admission of Exchange Students
JECBB, Admission of Interdistrict Transfer Students
JO, Student Records

CONTRACT REFS.: Teachers’ Negotiated Agreement
Support Staff Negotiated Agreement
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File: JECBA

ADMISSION OF EXCHANGE STUDENTS

The Board believes that one of the most effective vehicles for improving international
understanding is communications among the individuals of various nations. Accordingly, the
Board endorses the involvement of high school students and their families in recognized foreign
exchange student programs. The Superintendent and administrative staff are responsible for
developing regulations to direct the involvement of the high school with such programs.

Exchange students are not responsible for tuition if sponsored under an approved exchange
program while temporarily residing in the District with a host family. Exchange students must
meet the same requirements and expectations required of resident students, including
immunization requirements.

Exchange students are encouraged to participate in all student activities, provided they meet the
academic requirements.

The Board reserves the right to limit the number of exchange students in any given year.

Foreign exchange students enrolled in a recognized visitor exchange program may be eligible to
participate in interscholastic athletics in accordance with Ohio High School Athletic Association
Bylaws.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: March 11, 2014]
[Re-adoption date: November 17, 2015]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.20; 3313.535; 3313.61(H); 3313.615; 3313.64

CROSS REFS.: 1GD, Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities
IGDJ, Interscholastic Athletics
IGDK, Interscholastic Extracurricular Eligibility
IKFB, Graduation Exercises
JECB, Admission of Nonresident Students
JHCB, Immunizations
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File: JECBA-R

ADMISSION OF EXCHANGE STUDENTS

The following regulations shall be observed in administering the foreign exchange student

program:

1.

Exchange students must be associated with an organized foreign exchange program
that is approved by the Board. Such programs must maintain either an office or a
representative in Ohio.

The sponsoring parents and/or representatives of the approved sponsoring organization
must contact the designated coordinator of the foreign exchange student program in the
high school guidance office.

The Board reserves the right to restrict the number of foreign exchange students in any
given academic year.

The school reserves the right to deny enrollment to foreign exchange students if
approval by the high school guidance office has not been given by July 1 preceding the
year of desired enrollment.

In order to provide a quality education and to minimize potential disruption, the high
school will not accept foreign exchange students after the school year has begun.
However, students who were accepted before the July 1 deadline will not be denied
enrollment due to late arrival.

Exchange students must be full-time students carrying a full academic classload.
Enrollment eligibility shall be determined on an annual basis. Exchange students shall
receive pass/fail grades only for purposes of class GPA ranking. The coordinator shall
keep a record of the students’ actual grades for permanent records.

Exchange students completing grade 12 will receive an honorary diploma or certificate
of attendance.

To receive a regular diploma, the exchange student must successfully complete a
program of study developed by the principal/designee and fulfill all other requirements
for graduation. Exchange students must complete the applicable state mandated testing
requirements for graduation. Exchange students may be exempt from passing the
applicable social studies assessment(s) required for graduation. Exchange students are
not eligible for an honors diploma.
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Exchange students who are subject to the requirements of the Ohio Graduation Tests
(OGT) and whe wish to qualify for graduation under alternative testing conditions are
required to pass the OGT in social studies in order to graduate.

Exchange students who complete the program of study will be permitted to participate
in graduation ceremonies, with expenses borne by the student or sponsoring parents.

8. Exchange students are expected to share their cultural heritage to the fullest extent
possible including topics such as government, economics, historical understanding and
language.

9. Exchange students are subject to the same policies, rules, fees, fines and regulations of
the Board that apply to all high school students.

[Adoption date: November 16, 2004]
[Re-adoption date: June 10, 2008]
[Re-adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: November 17, 2015]
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INTERDISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES

The Coldwater Exempted Village School District’s Board of Education in response to the
mandate of Senate Bill 140 believes that students should under certain prescribed circumstances,
benefit from an interdistrict, open enrollment policy. Guidelines for the transfer of students,

based

upon criteria established by the schools’ administration and in conjunction with

recommendations from officials of the Ohio Department of Education are listed below. The
specific criteria for this open enrollment program shall be consistent with ORC 3313.98,
3313.981, 3313982.

>

Any application for an inter-district transfer into the Coldwater Schools must be
submitted to the superintendent’s office between January 1 and April 1. Applications
will be acted upon no later than June 1 of a given year. One application must be
submitted for each student who requests a transfer into the Coldwater Schools. The
administrative team may consider applications from students submitted after April 1 of
each year if enrollment positions are available. Applicants shall be considered annually
and students currently participating in this program will be given preference but will not
be guaranteed a slot each year.

Appropriate district, grade and program capacity limits shall be established by the
administration to ensure that overcrowding of facilities and resources do not occur. No
interdistrict transfer will be permitted if the enrollment of a grade level size or particular
class size has been or will be exceeded by granting the transfer request. The
administrative team will determine appropriate enrollment levels for each. Appropriate
enrollment sizes will be determined annually by May 15.

No student, once accepted by Coldwater Schools, will be displaced for the school year
accepted should enrollment exceed the limits stated above.

Coldwater Schools are not required to institute any special education programs to serve
transfer students. Determination of the district’s ability to serve a handicapped student
will be done by May 15 annually. There will be no limitation on admitting handicapped
students unless services required in an IEP are not available in the district. Should the
request for transfer by a special education student result in an increase in the enrollment
of a cooperative special education unit, the fiscal agent/superintendent shall approve all
such requests.

Applicants shall be considered on a first-come, first-served basis with an assurance that
applicants will not displace native Coldwater students from academic programs.
Coldwater Schools will not accept students from districts that are under a court ordered
desegregation plan. Applicants may be rejected if the racial balance of the district would
be negatively impacted.
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In accordance with ORC 3313.981 (H) “School districts are only required to transport
open enrollment pupils from a pickup point within their district to the school building of
attendance. However, if a district board of education desires to transport open enrollment
pupils pursuant to section 3327.05 ORC by entering neighboring districts they may do so.
Such pupils and miles may be included on Form T-1 for reimbursement purposes.”

An applicant who has been suspended or expelled by any school district for ten (10)
consecutive days or more in the term for which admissions sought or in the term
immediately preceding the term for which admission is sought shall be rejected for open
enrollment as provided for in Senate Bill 140.

Open enrollment requests for the coming school year may be rejected for failure of a
student to meet financial obligations (including, but not limited to, lunchroom fees and
school fees) of the district of residence and/or the district of attendance.

The superintendent may, by mutual agreement, waive the stated enrollment deadline up
to the first full week of October, should extenuating circumstances exist.

When a student wishes to attend Tri Star Career Compact, which serves Coldwater, the
Tri Star administrator will be contacted to determine the availability of the desired
program.

[Adoption date: January 11, 2005]
[Re-adoption date: February 14, 2006]
[Re-adoption date: January 8, 2014]

Legal Reference: ORC 3313.98; 3313.981; 3313.982

OPEN ENROLLMENT PROCEDURE TIMELINE

January Board Action

January Inform Community/District Meeting

April 1 Final deadline for all applications

April 1-30 Superintendent/Principals meet to review application

May 15 Class and grade level enrollment levels will be
determined annually

May 15 Availability of Special Education Services will be
determined annually

June 1 Notify Parents: Accept/Reject
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INTERDISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT
(Statewide)

The Board permits any student from any other district in the state to apply and enroll in the
District schools free of any tuition obligation, provided that all procedures as outlined in the
administrative regulations are met. Requirements include:

1.

application procedures, including deadlines for application and notification to students
of acceptance or rejection and the superintendents of other districts whenever another
district’s student’s application is approved,

procedures for admission;

District capacity limits by grade level, school building and educational program are
determined,;

resident students and previously enrolled District students have preference over first-
time applicants;

no requirements of academic, athletic, artistic or any other skill or proficiency;

no limitations on admitting students with disabilities, unless services required in an
Individualized Education Program are not available in the District;

no requirement that the student be proficient in the English language;

no rejection of any applying student because the student has been subject to disciplinary
proceedings, except an applicant who has been suspended or expelled by another
district for 10 consecutive days or more in the term for which admission is sought or in
the term immediately preceding the term for which admission is sought and

procedures to ensure maintenance of an appropriate racial balance in the District’s
schools.

The District cannot refuse to accept the credits earned by students who have participated in
interdistrict open enroliment. The Board will not adopt a policy that discourages resident
students from participating in interdistrict open enrollment.
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The District notifies the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) of any change to this policy
within 30 days of adoption. The District maintains records verifying adherence to this policy and
that complaints regarding this policy are addressed. These records are provided to ODE upon
request.

Compliance with this policy is reported to the ODE by November 30 annually through the
consolidated school mandate report.

If the District reports noncompliance the Superintendent/designee must provide a written
explanation to the Board within 30 days explaining this noncompliance and a written plan of
action for accurately and efficiently addressing the problem.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: October 9, 2018]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.64; 3313.98; 3313.983
Chapter 3327
OAC 3301-48-02

CROSS REF.: 1GDJ, Interscholastic Athletics

NOTE: Districts are required to notify the ODE of any change to this policy within 30 days
of adoption. ODE also may request a district to report any complaints filed or
received regarding its open enrollment policy and may request documentation to
verify open enrollment policies are being adhered to and complaints are being
addressed. This oversight may include on-site visits.

Senate Bill 216 (2018) enacted Ohio Revised Code 3301.68 requiring ODE to
establish, distribute and monitor a consolidated school mandate report for school
districts. Except where specifically required by law, ODE cannot require a
separate report for the items included in the report. Each district must complete
and file the report by November 30 annually.

The report must require each district or school to denote “yes” to indicate
compliance or ““no” to indicate noncompliance with the following prescribed items

and to provide any other information that the department requests regarding those
items:
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e Training on the use of physical restraint or seclusion on students;

e Training on harassment, intimidation, or bullying;

e Training on the use of cardiopulmonary resuscitation and an automated
external defibrillator;

Training on crisis prevention intervention;

The establishment of a wellness committee;

The reporting of a district’s or school’s compliance with nutritional standards;
Screening for hearing, vision, speech and communications, and health or
medical problems and for any developmental disorders of students enrolled for
the first time in kindergarten or first grade and

e Compliance with interdistrict and intradistrict open enrollment requirements.

If a district or school denotes ““no” on any item it must provide a written
explanation to the board within 30 days for why that item was not completed and a
written plan of action for accurately and efficiently addressing the problem.
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ADMISSION OF STUDENTS
FROM NON-CHARTERED OR HOME SCHOOLING

Students seeking admission into the District’s schools who have been enrolled in non-chartered
schools or home schooling programs may be required to take competency examinations. The
purpose of these examinations is to determine the proper grade placement for these students.

In making a placement decision, the Superintendent may consider:
1. the student’s most recent annual academic assessment report;

2. whether to require the student to take any or all of the nationally normed, standardized
achievement tests that are regularly scheduled for District students of similar age and

3. other evaluation information that may include interviews with the student and the parent.

Resident students attending a non-chartered nonpublic school are permitted to participate in the
District’s extracurricular activities at the school to which the student would be assigned if the
non-chartered nonpublic school the student is enrolled in does not offer the extracurricular
activity. Students must be of the appropriate age and grade level as determined by the
Superintendent and must fulfill the same academic, nonacademic and financial requirements as
any other participant.

Resident students receiving home instruction in accordance with State law are permitted to
participate in District extracurricular activities at the school to which the student would be
assigned. Students must be of the appropriate age and grade level as determined by the
Superintendent and must fulfill the same academic, nonacademic and financial requirements as
any other participant.

Home schooled students must be enrolled in the District for a minimum of 12 full-credit

courses/classes/credit hours/Carnegie units in order to be selected as valedictorian or salutatorian
for graduation purposes.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
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LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.535; 3313.537; 3313.5311,; 3313.5312; 3313.664
3321.04
OAC 3301-34

CROSS REFS.: IGBG, Homebound Instruction
IGCF, Home Instruction
IGD, Cocurricular and Extracurricular Activities
IGDK, Interscholastic Extracurricular Eligibility
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INTRADISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT
(Version 2)

The Board directs the administration to develop an intradistrict open enrollment plan when
additional facilities or grade assignments change. The organization of facilities then would
provide students with intradistrict open enroliment opportunities.

The District notifies the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) of any change to this policy
within 30 days of adoption. The District maintains records verifying adherence to this policy and
that complaints regarding this policy are addressed. These records are provided to ODE upon
request.

Compliance with this policy is reported to the ODE by November 30 annually through the
consolidated school mandate report.

If the District reports noncompliance the Superintendent/designee must provide a written
explanation to the Board within 30 days explaining this noncompliance and a written plan of
action for accurately and efficiently addressing the problem.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: October 9, 2018]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.64; 3313.65; 3313.97
OAC 3301-48-01

CROSS REFS.: IE, Organization of Facilities for Instruction
IGBJ, Title I Programs
IGDJ, Interscholastic Athletics
JECC, Assignment of Students to Schools

NOTE: Districts are required to notify the ODE of any change to this policy within 30 days
of adoption. ODE also may request a district to report any complaints filed or
received regarding its open enrollment policy and may request documentation to
verify open enrollment policies are being adhered to and complaints are being
addressed. This oversight may include on-site visits.
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Senate Bill 216 (2018) enacted Ohio Revised Code 3301.68 requiring ODE to
establish, distribute and monitor a consolidated school mandate report for school
districts. Except where specifically required by law, ODE cannot require a
separate report for the items included in the report. Each district must complete
and file the report by November 30 annually.

The report must require each district or school to denote “yes” to indicate
compliance or ““no” to indicate noncompliance with the following prescribed items
and to provide any other information that the department requests regarding those
items:

e Training on the use of physical restraint or seclusion on students;

e Training on harassment, intimidation, or bullying;

e Training on the use of cardiopulmonary resuscitation and an automated
external defibrillator;

Training on crisis prevention intervention;

The establishment of a wellness committee;

The reporting of a district’s or school’s compliance with nutritional standards;
Screening for hearing, vision, speech and communications, and health or
medical problems and for any developmental disorders of students enrolled for
the first time in kindergarten or first grade and

e Compliance with interdistrict and intradistrict open enrollment requirements.

If a district or school denotes “no” on any item it must provide a written
explanation to the board within 30 days for why that item was not completed and a
written plan of action for accurately and efficiently addressing the problem.
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ASSIGNMENT OF STUDENTS TO SCHOOLS

The Board approves attendance areas. Students attend the school that serves the attendance area
in which their parents reside or, upon acceptance, the student may attend another school pursuant
to the District’s intradistrict open enrollment policy.

The Superintendent has authority to assign students to schools. The Superintendent/designee is
authorized to make exceptions on the basis of hardship and student need and to assign a student
to a school outside his/her own attendance area.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.49; 3313.64; 3313.65; 3313.97
3319.01

CROSS REFS.: JC, School Attendance Areas
JECBD, Intradistrict Open Enrollment
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STUDENT WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL
(Loss of Driving Privileges)

When the Superintendent receives information that a student of compulsory school age has
withdrawn from school, the Superintendent must, within two weeks after the withdrawal, notify
the registrar of motor vehicles and the county juvenile judge of the student’s withdrawal from
full-time enrollment or withdrawal from an approved program to obtain an diploma or its
equivalent.

Notification to the registrar of motor vehicles is not necessary if a student has withdrawn from
school because of a change of residence; or the student is holding an age and schooling
certificate (work permit), is regularly employed and enrolled part-time in and attending an
approved program to obtain a diploma or its equivalent.

Notification to the registrar of motor vehicles must be given in a manner required by the registrar
and notice to the county juvenile judge must be given in writing.

After receiving such information from the Superintendent, the registrar of motor vehicles is
required to suspend the temporary instruction permit or driver’s license of the student who is the
subject of the notice. If a temporary permit or license has not been issued to that student, the
registrar is prohibited from issuing a temporary permit or a license. Any denial of driving
privileges would remain in effect until the student reaches 18 or until the denial of driving
privileges is terminated for another reason allowable under State law.

In compliance with State law, a student whose driving privileges have been denied can file a
petition seeking his/her reinstatement with the juvenile court in whose jurisdiction he/she resides.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act; 20 USC 1232g
ORC 3319.321
3321.13
3331.01; 3331.02; 3331.04; 3331.06 through 3331.09
4510.32

CROSS REFS.: JED, Student Absences and Excuses
JEDA, Truancy
JEG, Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance
JK, Employment of Students
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STUDENT ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

Regular attendance by all students is very important. In many cases, irregular attendance is the
major reason for poor schoolwork; therefore, all students are urged to make appointments, do
personal errands, etc., outside of school hours.
Reasons for which students may be excused include, but are not limited to:

1. personal illness of the student;

2. illness in the student’s family necessitating the presence of the child;

3. needed at home to perform necessary work directly and exclusively for parents or legal

guardians for a limited period of time when approved by the Superintendent (applies to

students over 14 years of age only);

4. death in the family (applies to absences of up to 18 school hours unless a reasonable
cause may be shown for a longer absence);

5. quarantine for contagious disease;
6. observance of religious holidays consistent with a student’s truly held religious belief;

7. traveling out of state to attend a Board-approved enrichment activity or extracurricular
activity (applies to absences of up to 24 school hours);

8. college visitation;

9. absences due to a student’s placement in foster care or change in foster care placement
or any court proceedings related to their foster care status;

10. absences due to a student being homeless or

11. asdetermined by the Superintendent.
The District makes an attempt to contact the parent, guardian, or other person having care of a
student who has not notified the school of the student’s absence that day regarding that student’s
unexcused absence within 120 minutes of the start of the school day. The Board authorizes the

Superintendent to determine and use the appropriate notification procedure and methods
consistent with State law.
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Each student who is absent must immediately, upon return to school, make arrangements with
his/her teacher(s) to make up work missed. Students who are absent from school for reasons not
permitted by State law may, or may not, be permitted to make up work. Each case is considered
on its merits by the principal and the respective teacher(s). Students who are absent due to an
in-school or out-of-school suspension are permitted to make up missed classroom assignments in
accordance with District level policies and procedures. Students are requested to bring a note to
school after each absence explaining the reason for the absence or tardiness.

The Board does not believe that students should be excused from school for vacations or other
nonemergency trips. The responsibility for such absences resides with the parent(s), and they
must not expect any work missed by their child to be retaught by the teacher. If the school is
notified in advance of such a trip, reasonable efforts are made to prepare a general list of
assignments for the student to do while he/she is absent.

The Board authorizes the Superintendent to establish a hearing and notification procedure for the
purpose of denying a student’s driving privileges if that student of compulsory school age has
been absent without legitimate excuse for more than 60 consecutive hours during a school month
or a total of at least 90 hours during a school year.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: February 14, 2017]
[Re-adoption date: March 13, 2018]
[Re-adoption date: October 9, 2018]
[Re-adoption date: April 9, 2019]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.609; 3313.66
3321.01; 3321.03; 3321.04; 3321.13; 3321.14; 3321.141; 3321.19;
3321.38
4510.32
OAC 3301-69-02

CROSS REFS.: IGAC, Teaching About Religion
IKB, Homework
JEDB, Student Dismissal Precautions
JEE, Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)
JHC, Student Health Services and Requirements
JHCC, Communicable Diseases
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NOTE: In 2009, the Ohio General Assembly enacted House Bill (HB) 1, which directed
school districts to count — up to 24 school hours as excused absences — time that a
student is absent from school for the sole purpose of traveling out of state to a
board-approved enrichment activity or an extracurricular activity. The student is
required to make up all missed classroom assignments.

In addition, if the student will be out of the state for 24 or more consecutive school
hours for a board-approved enrichment activity or extracurricular activity, a
classroom teacher employed by the board must accompany the student to provide
instructional assistance.

HB 66 added a requirement that districts will attempt to contact the parent,
guardian, or other person having care of a student regarding that student’s
unexcused absence within 120 minutes of the start of the school day using a method
consistent with State law. The following methods are acceptable:

e A telephone call placed in-person

e An automated telephone call (via a system that includes verification that

each call was actually placed)

e A notification sent through the school’s automated student information
system
A text message
An email
An in-person visit
Any other notification procedure that has been adopted by resolution of the
board of education

Schools are not required to notify a parent who notifies the school of the student’s
absence within the first 120 minutes after the beginning of the school day. In
addition, an immunity provision is included in the new law, which states that a
school district or any officer, director, employee, or any member of the district
board of education is not liable in a civil action for injury, death, or loss to person
or property from an employee’s action or inaction in good faith compliance with
the law.

HB 491 requires boards to adopt a policy establishing parameters for completing
and grading assignments missed due to a student’s suspension. The policy must
permit the completion of classroom assignments missed and students must receive
at least partial credit for completed assignments. The policy may permit grade
reductions and must prohibit the receipt of a failing grade solely on account of the
student’s suspension. Districts may further customize this policy to reflect
parameters or outline in detail in student handbooks.
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TRUANCY

The Board endeavors to reduce truancy through cooperation with parents, diligence in
investigating the causes of absence and use of strict guidelines in regard to tardiness and
unexcused absence.

When the Board determines that a student has been truant and that the parent, guardian or other
person having care of a child has failed to ensure the child’s attendance at school, State law
authorizes the Board to require the parent to attend a specified educational program.

This program has been established according to the rules adopted by the State Board of
Education for the purpose of encouraging parental involvement in compelling the child’s
attendance at school.

On the request of the Superintendent, or when it comes to the attention of the school attendance
officer or other appropriate officer of the District, the designated officer must investigate any
case of supposed truancy within the District and must warn the child, if found truant, and the
child’s parent in writing of the legal consequences of being a “habitual” truant.

A “habitual truant” is any child of compulsory school age who is absent without a legitimate
excuse for 30 or more consecutive hours, 42 or more hours in one month or 72 or more hours in
a school year.

The parent is required to have the child attend school immediately after notification. If the
parent fails to get the child to attend school, the attendance officer or other appropriate officer, if
directed by the Superintendent or the Board, must send notice requiring the child’s parent to
attend a parental education program.

Regarding “habitual truants,” the Board must take as an intervention strategy any appropriate
action contained in Board policy.

The Board directs the administration to develop intervention strategies that include all of the
following actions if applicable:

1. providing a truancy intervention plan meeting State law requirements for any student
who is excessively absent from school,

2. providing counseling for a habitual truant;

3. requesting or requiring a parent having control of a habitual truant to attend parental
involvement programs;

4. requesting or requiring a parent of a habitual truant to attend truancy prevention
mediation programs;
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5. notification to the registrar of motor vehicles or
6. taking appropriate legal action.

The attendance officer provides notice to the parent of a student who is absent with a nonmedical
excuse or without excuse for 38 or more hours in one school month or 65 or more hours in a
school year within seven days after the date of the absence triggering the notice. At the time of
notice, the District may take any appropriate action as outlined in this policy as an intervention
strategy.

Absence Intervention Plan

Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, when a student’s absences surpass the threshold for a
habitual truant, the principal or the Superintendent assigns the student to an absence intervention
team within 10 days of the triggering event. The absence intervention team must be developed
within seven school days of the triggering event and is based on the needs of the individual
student. The team must include a representative from the student’s school or District, a
representative from the student’s school or District who knows the student and the student’s
parent or their designee, and also may include a school psychologist, counselor, social worker or
representative of an agency designed to assist students and their families in reducing absences.
During the seven days while developing the team, the Superintendent or principal makes at least
three meaningful, good faith attempts to secure participation of the student’s parent. If the
student’s parent is unresponsive the District investigates whether the failure to respond triggers
mandatory reporting to the appropriate children’s services agency and instructs the absence team
to develop the intervention plan without the parent.

Within 14 school days after a student is assigned to a team, the team develops a student specific
intervention plan to work to reduce or eliminate further absences. The plan includes, at
minimum a statement the District will file a complaint in juvenile court not later than 61 days
after the date the plan is implemented if the student refuses to participate or fails to make
satisfactory progress. The District makes reasonable efforts to provide the student’s parent with
written notice of the plan within seven days of development.

The absence intervention plan for a student may include contacting the juvenile court to have a
student informally enrolled in an alternative to adjudication. The Board directs the
Superintendent to develop written procedures regarding the use of and selection process for
offering these alternatives to ensure fairness.

If the student becomes habitually truant within 21 school days prior to the last day of instruction
of a school year, the District may either assign a school official to work with the student’s parent
to develop an intervention plan during the summer and implement the plan no later than seven
days prior to the first day of instruction of the next school year, or reconvene the absence
intervention process on the first day of instruction of the next school year.
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Filing a Complaint with Juvenile Court

Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, the attendance officer must file a complaint against
the student in juvenile court on the 61st day after implementation of the absence intervention
plan when:

1. the student’s absences have surpassed the threshold for a habitual truant;

2. the District has made meaningful attempts to re-engage the student through the absence
intervention plan, other intervention strategies and any offered alternatives to
adjudication and

3. the student has refused to participate in or failed to make satisfactory progress on the
plan or any offered intervention strategies or alternatives to adjudication as determined
by the absence intervention team.

If the 61st day after intervention falls on a day during the summer months, the District may
extend the implementation of the plan and delay the filing of the complaint for an additional 30
days after the first day of instruction of the next school year.

Unless the absence intervention team determines the student has made substantial progress on
their absence intervention plan, the attendance officer must file a complaint against the student in
juvenile court if the student is absent without legitimate excuse for 30 or more consecutive hours
or 42 or more hours during a school month at any time during the implementation phase of the
intervention plan or other intervention strategy.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: February 17, 2017]
[Re-adoption date: November 21, 2017]
[Re-adoption date: June 26, 2018]
[Re-adoption date: November 19, 2019]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.663; 3313.668
3321.03 through 3321.04; 3321.07 through 3321.09; 3321.19; 3321.191;
3321.22; 3321.38
OAC 3301-47-01

CROSS REFS.: JED, Student Absences and Excuses
JEG, Exclusions and Exemptions from School Attendance
JK, Employment of Students
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NOTE: House Bill 410 (2016) made significant changes to district requirements for
managing truancy effective with the 2017-2018 school year. When developing
truancy policies, districts are required to consult with the judge of the juvenile
court of the county or counties in which the district is located, parents, guardians,
or other persons having care of the students attending school in the district and
appropriate state and local agencies.

Districts with a chronic absenteeism rate of less than 5% as reflected on the most
recent state report card are exempt from the requirement to assign students to an

absence intervention team and instead must take any appropriate action as an
intervention strategy outlined in board policy.
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STUDENT DISMISSAL PRECAUTIONS

Permission for a student to leave school when school is in session requires approval by the
principal or a person specifically designated by him/her to exercise that authority. In evaluating
requests for this permission, he/she gives primary consideration to the best interests of the
student and/or public welfare. Requests are not approved without a parent’s permission. When a
request originates from a person other than the parent(s), the school official in authority contacts
the parent(s) to obtain permission. An exception may be made in the case of the student who is
18 years of age or older, who may make requests on his/her own behalf.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REF.: ORC 3313.20

CROSS REFS.: JED, Student Absences and Excuses
JEE, Student Attendance Accounting (Missing and Absent Children)
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STUDENT ABSENCES AND EXCUSES

Students Habitually Absent — Loss of Driving Privileges

When the Superintendent receives information that a student of compulsory school age has been
absent without legitimate excuse for more than 60 consecutive hours in a school month or a total
of at least 90 hours in a school year, the following procedure applies.

1.

The Superintendent notifies, in writing, the student and his/her parent(s) and states that
information regarding the student’s absences has been provided to the Superintendent,
and, as a result of that information, the student’s driving privileges are denied. This
notification also states that the student and his/her parent(s) may appear before the
Superintendent/designee to challenge the information provided to the Superintendent.

The notice from the Superintendent to the student includes the scheduled time, place
and date of the hearing, which is scheduled between three and five days after the
notification is given. Upon the request of the student or parent(s), an extension may be
granted by the Superintendent. The Superintendent must then notify the student and the
parent(s) of the new hearing time, place and date.

At the hearing before the Superintendent/designee, the student has an opportunity to
present evidence that he/she has not been habitually absent without legitimate excuse.
State law defines “legitimate excuses” for absence from school to include, but not be
limited to:

A. enrollment in another school or school district in Ohio or another state;
B. possession of an age and schooling certificate (work permit);

C. abodily or mental condition that prohibits attendance or

D. participation in a home instruction program.

If a habitually absent student does not appear at a hearing before the Superintendent or
designee, or if the student does not convince the Superintendent or designee that the
absences were legitimate, the Superintendent must notify the registrar of motor vehicles
and the juvenile judge. Such notification must be given to the registrar and the juvenile
judge within two weeks of the receipt of the information regarding habitual absences
or, if the hearing for the student is held, within two weeks after the hearing.

Notification to the registrar of motor vehicles and the county judge must comply with
State and Federal law.
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The registrar of motor vehicles is required to suspend the temporary instruction permit
or driver’s license of the student who is the subject of the notice. If a temporary permit
or license has not been issued for that student, the registrar is prohibited from issuing a
temporary permit or a license.

Denial of privileges remains in effect until the student reaches age 18 or until the denial
is terminated for another reason allowed by State law. In accordance with State law, a

student whose driving privileges have been denied can file a petition seeking their
reinstatement.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: February 14, 2017]
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE ACCOUNTING
(Missing and Absent Children)

The Board believes in the importance of trying to decrease the number of missing children;
therefore, efforts are made to identify missing children and to notify the proper adults or
agencies.

Except where required by State law, at the time of initial entry into school, a student shall present
to the person in charge of admission an official copy of a birth certificate and copies of those
records pertaining to him/her that were maintained by the school that he/she most recently
attended. In lieu of a birth certificate, birth documentation may include:

1. apassport or attested transcript thereof filed with a registrar of passports at a point of
entry of the United States showing the date and place of birth of the child,;

2. an attested transcript of the certificate of birth;

3. an attested transcript of the certificate of baptism or other religious record showing the
date and place of birth of the child;

4. an attested transcript of a hospital record showing the date and place of birth of the
child or

5. abirth affidavit.

Except where required by State law, if the student does not present copies of the required
documents, the principal shall call the school from which the student transferred and request the
information. If that district has no record on file of the student or if that district does not send the
records within 14 days, the principal shall notify the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction
in the area where the student resides of the possibility that the student might be a missing child.

The primary responsibility for supervision of a student resides with his/her parent(s). The staff
provides as much assistance as is reasonable to parents with this responsibility.

Parents must notify the school on the day a student is absent unless previous notification has
been given in accordance with school procedure for excused absences. The District makes an
attempt to contact the parent, guardian, or other person having care of a student who has not
notified the school of the student’s absence that day regarding that student’s unexcused absence
with 120 minutes of the start of the school day. The Board authorizes the Superintendent to
determine and use the appropriate notification procedure and methods consistent with State law.
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Parents or other responsible persons shall provide the school with their current home and/or work
telephone numbers, home addresses and any emergency telephone numbers.

The Board designates the Superintendent to develop informational programs for students, parents
and community members relative to the subject of missing children.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: March 10, 2015]
[Re-adoption date: April 9, 2019]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 109.65

2901.30

3313.205; 3313.672; 3313.96
3319.321; 3319.322

3321.12

3321.141

3705.05

CROSS REFS.: JEC, School Admission

NOTE:

JECAA, Admission of Homeless Students
JED, Student Absences and Excuses
JEDB, Student Dismissal Precautions
JHF, Student Safety

In developing your own policy and complying with the spirit of the law, you may
want to consider the following:

Building administrators should be consulted during the development of this policy
and any related regulations.

Materials for informational programs may be obtained from the State Department
of Education.

Ohio Revised Code Section (RC) 3313.96 authorizes school districts to develop a
voluntary student-fingerprinting program in conjunction with local law
enforcement agencies.

RC 3319.322 requires the school principal to request any person authorized to take
student photographs to provide a wallet size photograph of each student for
inclusion in his file.
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Each school district should make its own decision as to what best suits the needs of
their particular district.

House Bill (HB) 367 (2014) defines a ““protected child” as a child placed in a foster
home as defined by Ohio Revised Code Section (RC) 5103.02 or in a residential
facility defined as a group home for children, a children’s crisis care facility,
children’s residential center, residential parenting facility that provides 24-hour
childcare, county children’s home or district children’s home. A protected child or
their parent/guardian has 90 days from initial entry to the school to present a birth
certificate or comparable document. The definition and accompanying prohibition
on denying a protected child admission based solely on inability to present a birth
certificate upon enrollment is found in RC 3313.672.

HB 66 added a requirement that districts will attempt to contact the parent,
guardian, or other person having care of a student regarding that student’s
unexcused absence within 120 minutes of the start of the school day using a method
consistent with State law. The following methods are acceptable:

e A telephone call placed in-person

e An automated telephone call (via a system that includes verification that

each call was actually placed)

e A notification sent through the school’s automated student information
system
A text message
An email
An in-person visit
Any other notification procedure that has been adopted by resolution of the
board of education

Schools are not required to notify a parent who notifies the school of the student’s
absence within the first 120 minutes after the beginning of the school day. In
addition, an immunity provision is included in the new law, which states that a
school district or any officer, director, employee, or any member of the district
board of education is not liable in a civil action for injury, death, or loss to person
or property from an employee’s action or inaction in good faith compliance with
the law.
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RELEASED TIME FOR RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION

The Board permits students to be released from school for religious instruction consistent with
law. Absence during the school day for religious instruction is permitted, provided:

1. the student’s parents or guardians submit a written request to the building principal,

2. the private entity providing instruction maintains attendance records and makes them
available to the District and

3. the student is not absent from core curriculum subject courses.

The District is not responsible for transportation to and from the place of instruction. Regular
classroom instruction missed as a result of a student’s absence for religious instruction will not
be made up and students assume responsibility for any missed schoolwork. Students are not
considered absent from school while attending a released time course in religious instruction.
The District does not aid, assist or enforce attendance in a religious instruction program. The
District does not discriminate against students who participate in such program.

No public funds are expended and no public school personnel are involved in providing religious
instruction. This policy is not intended and shall not be construed in any way, to associate the
District with any faith or religious denomination.

[Adoption date: November 17, 2015]
[Re-adoption date: November 21, 2017]
[Re-adoption date: June 18, 2019]

LEGAL REFS.: U.S. Const. Amend. |
ORC 3313.20; 3313.47; 3313.6022
3321.04

CROSS REFS.: IGAC, Teaching About Religion
JED, Student Absences and Excuses
KJA, Distribution of Materials in the Schools
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NOTE: House Bill 171 (2014) enacted Ohio Revised Code 3313.6022 specifying the
conditions under which a board may adopt a policy on released time for religious
instruction. Districts also may choose to add language to this policy authorizing
high school students to earn elective credit toward graduation through released
time courses, provided statutory requirements are met when evaluating the course
for credit. The decision to award credit for a released time course of religious
instruction must be neutral to, and cannot involve any test for religious content or
denominational affiliation. Districts should work with board counsel to implement
such programs.

On April 17, 2019, the Ohio Attorney General released a new opinion (2019-015)
on released time for religious instruction, which focuses on what a school district’s
policy may permit or prohibit, and the implementation of these policies.

The opinion analyzes and resolves several specific questions and scenarios.
Districts are cautioned to keep in mind that these scenarios and questions are fact-
specific and rely on certain assumptions. As the facts change, so may the answer.
Districts should work with board counsel to assure legal compliance when
implementing these policies.
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EXCLUSIONS AND EXEMPTIONS FROM SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

A student of compulsory school age residing in the District may be legally excused from full-
time enroliment by:

1. holding an age and schooling certificate (work permit), being regularly employed and
attending school on a part-time basis in a program approved by the Superintendent or
his/her designee;

2. receiving approved home instruction;
3. attending a private or parochial school or

4. having received a diploma from an approved high school or a certificate of high school
equivalency from the Ohio Department of Education.

The District may temporarily deny admittance to any student who is otherwise entitled to be
admitted to the District if the student has been suspended or expelled from the schools of another
district in the state of Ohio or an out-of-state district and if the period of suspension or expulsion
has not expired. The student and parent(s) will have an opportunity for a hearing before the
Superintendent/designee to determine the admittance or non-admittance of the student.

[Adoption date: August 9, 2016]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3301.80; 3301.81
3313.66
3321.02; 3321.03; 3321.04; 3321.07
3331.01; 3331.02; 3331.04; 3331.06 through 3331.09

CROSS REFS.: IGCF, Home Instruction
JEA, Compulsory Attendance Ages
JECE, Student Withdrawal from School (Loss of Driving Privileges)
JEGA, Permanent Exclusion
JHCC, Communicable Diseases
JK, Employment of Students

NOTE: The cross-references are to related statements in this manual.
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PERMANENT EXCLUSION

The Board may seek the permanent exclusion of a student 16 years of age or older who is either
convicted in criminal court or adjudicated delinquent by a juvenile court of any of the following
offenses that occur on school grounds or at a school function:

1. illegal conveyance or possession of a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance, carrying a
concealed weapon, aggravated trafficking, trafficking in drugs, trafficking involving the
possession of a bulk amount of a controlled substance or the sale of a controlled
substance and/or

2. aggravated murder, murder, voluntary or involuntary manslaughter, felonious or
aggravated assault, rape, gross sexual imposition or felonious sexual penetration, if the
victim is a District employee.

In addition, complicity in any of the above acts may be the basis for permanent exclusion.

Any building administrator witnessing, or having knowledge of, one of these acts must report the
incident to the Superintendent within 24 hours, whether or not the student is over 16 years of
age.

If the Superintendent receives notification that a student has been found guilty of or is
adjudicated delinquent for any of the listed offenses, a determination must be made whether the
student’s continued attendance endangers the health and safety of other students or employees or
whether the student’s attendance poses a danger of disruption to the graded course of study. If
the Superintendent determines that either danger exists, he/she may recommend that the Board
adopt a resolution requesting the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to permanently
exclude the student from attendance in any Ohio school. Written notice of the Superintendent’s
recommendation for permanent exclusion is provided to the student and his/her parent(s).

The Board acts upon the Superintendent’s recommendation within 14 days. Among the items
the Board considers is information on:

1. academic and extracurricular activity record of the student;

2. disciplinary record of the student;

3. social history of the student;

4. response to prior discipline and sanctions;

5. seriousness of the offense and any aggravating circumstances;

1of3



6. any mitigating circumstances;

7. evidence regarding the possible danger to other students and employees if the student
remains in the District;

8. evidence regarding the probable disruption of the graded course of study and

9. availability of less serious sanctions that would permit the student to stay in the District
without conflict with either (7) or (8).

The Board may allow for the hearing of witnesses and the presentation of additional evidence.
If the Board adopts the resolution to permanently exclude the student, the Board:

1. forwards the written resolution, together with the adjudication or conviction and a copy
of the student’s entire school record, to the State Superintendent;

2. promptly designates a representative to present the District’s case for permanent
exclusion to the State Superintendent and

3. forwards a copy of the resolution to the student and his/her parent(s).

If the State Superintendent rejects the resolution, the student shall be readmitted to the District’s
schools.

No employee shall knowingly admit, or cause by inaction to be admitted, any student who has
been permanently excluded.

Readmission

If the Superintendent determines that a permanently excluded student no longer represents a
danger to the health and safety of other students or staff, the Superintendent may recommend that
the student be readmitted.

On the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board considers a resolution requesting the
State Superintendent to revoke the permanent exclusion. If the Board adopts the resolution, it is

forwarded to the State Superintendent, together with the reasons for the resolution and any
relevant information.
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Probationary Admission Following Permanent Exclusion

Under State law, a student permanently excluded from school may request probationary
admission for a period not to exceed 90 days in any public school district.

If a student requests consideration of probationary admission into this District, the
Superintendent may enter into discussions with the student and his/her parent(s) to develop a
probationary admission plan designed to meet the educational needs of the child and the
disciplinary requirements of the District.

If a satisfactory plan is developed, the Superintendent recommends that the Board allow the
student to attend classes according to the terms of the plan. The Board acts on the
recommendation within 14 days.

If a student violates the terms of the readmission plan, the Superintendent may immediately
remove the student, pending action by the Board. The Board’s action must take place within five
days from receipt of the Superintendent’s recommendation to revoke the readmission.

A student in compliance with his/her probationary readmission plan may request either an

extension of the plan for an additional 90 days or for the Superintendent to recommend that the
permanent exclusion be revoked.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662

CROSS REFS.: JFCJ, Weapons in the Schools
JGD, Student Suspension
JGE, Student Expulsion
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STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Students, like all citizens, have civil rights guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States.
The First Amendment, which ensures the freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly and
petition, and the Fourteenth Amendment, which guarantees due process and equal protection,
apply in school environments.

The rights of an individual are preserved only by the protection and preservation of the rights of
others. A student is responsible for the way rights are exercised and must accept the
consequences of actions and recognize the boundaries of rights. Each exercise of an individual’s
rights must demonstrate respect for the rights of others.

These statements set forth the rights of students and the responsibilities that are inseparable from
these rights, which include the right to:

1. equal educational opportunity and freedom from discrimination and the responsibility
not to discriminate against others;

2. attend free public schools; the responsibility to attend school regularly and to observe
school rules essential for permitting others to learn at school;

3. due process of law with respect to suspension and expulsion;

4. free inquiry and expression and the responsibility to observe rules regarding these
rights and

5. privacy, which includes privacy with respect to the student’s school records.
As part of the educational process, students should be made aware of their legal rights and of the
legal authority of the Board to make rules and delegate authority to its staff to make rules
necessary for the orderly operation of the schools.
A copy of the school discipline code is posted in each of the schools and given to each student.

This code describes in detail the offenses for which disciplinary action may be taken. Copies of
the code are available to any parent in the principal’s office.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: February 14, 2017]
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LEGAL REFS.: U.S. Const. Amend. |
U.S. Const. Amend. X1V, Section 1
ORC 3313.20; 3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662; 3313.668

CROSS REFS.: ABC, Student Involvement in Decision Making (Also JFB)
IGDB, Student Publications
JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JFG, Interrogations and Searches
Student Handbooks

NOTE: House Bill 410 (2016) prohibits districts from disciplining a student based solely on
the basis of the student being absent from school without legitimate excuse.
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STUDENT DUE PROCESS RIGHTS

The Board and school officials have the legal authority to deal with disruptive students and
student misconduct. Due process, in the context of administrative proceedings carried out by
school authorities, does not mean that the procedures used by the courts in juvenile proceedings
must be followed. The Ohio and Federal Rules of Evidence do not apply.

Students have clearly established means by which administrative due process is available for the
protection of his/her rights.

Due process procedures are:
1. applied equally to all and
2. enforced in a manner which involves:
A. adequate and timely notice and opportunity to prepare a defense;
B. an opportunity to be heard at a reasonable time and in a meaningful manner and
C. theright to a timely and impartial hearing on the merits of the case.
In cases of student suspension or expulsion, the specific due process procedures set by the
Board’s policy are followed.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC Chapter 2506
3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662
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CROSS REFS.: JB, Equal Educational Opportunities
JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JFCA, Student Dress Code
JFCC, Student Conduct on School Buses (Also EEACC)
JFCEA, Gangs
JFCF, Hazing and Bullying (Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)
JFCG, Tobacco Use by Students
JFCH, Alcohol Use by Students
JFCI, Student Drug Abuse
JFCJ, Weapons in the Schools
JFCK, Use of Electronic Communications Equipment by Students
JFCL, Unsafe Schools (Persistently Dangerous Schools)
JGD, Student Suspension
JGE, Student Expulsion
Student Handbooks
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File: JFB (Also ABC)

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT IN DECISION MAKING

Students share responsibility for developing a climate in the school that is conducive to learning.
Through participation in the decision-making process, students can be an important resource for
the improvement of the school, the educational system and the community. Periodically,
students may be asked to review Board policies and school rules and regulations. Final authority
for all decisions rests with the Board.

A student may be elected to serve on the Board as a representative for the student body, in an
advisory capacity only, to better facilitate communication between the Board and the students, to
increase awareness of the democratic process within the District and to improve the opportunity
for participation in the decision-making process.

The student must be a high school student elected by the student body to serve for a one-year
term.
[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REF.: OAC 3301-35-04

CROSS REFS.: AD, Development of Philosophy of Education
BCE, Board Committees
BCF, Advisory Committees to the Board
JF, Student Rights and Responsibilities
Student Handbooks
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STUDENT CONDUCT
(Zero Tolerance)

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a way that exhibits respect and consideration for
the rights of others. Students of the District must conform with school regulations and accept
directions from authorized school personnel. The Board has “zero tolerance” of violent,
disruptive, harassing, intimidating, bullying or any other inappropriate behavior by its students.

A student who fails to comply with established school rules or with any reasonable request made
by school personnel on school property and/or at school-related events is subject to approved
student discipline regulations. Students are also subject to discipline, as outlined in the student
code of conduct for misbehavior that occurs off school property when the misbehavior endangers
the health and safety of students within the District or adversely affects the education process.
The Superintendent/designee develops regulations that establish strategies ranging from
prevention to intervention to address student misbehavior, and provides continuing instruction in
dating violence prevention in health education courses in grades 7 through 12.

Students and parents receive, at the beginning of each school year or upon enrolling in the
District schools during the year, written information on the rules and regulations to which they
are subject while in school or participating in any school-related activity or event. The
information includes the types of conduct that are subject to suspension or expulsion from school
or other forms of disciplinary action. The Board directs the administration to make all students
aware of the student code of conduct and the fact that any violations of the student code of
conduct are punishable. The rules also apply to any form of student misconduct directed at a
District official or employee or the property of a District official or employee, regardless of
where the misconduct occurs.

If a student violates this policy or the student code of conduct, school personnel, students or
parents should report the student to the appropriate principal. The administration cooperates in
any prosecution pursuant to the criminal laws of the state of Ohio and local ordinances.

A student may be expelled for up to one year if he/she commits an act that inflicts serious
physical harm to persons or property if it was committed at school, on other school property or at
a school activity, event or program.

The Superintendent is authorized to expel a student from school for a period not to exceed one
year for making a bomb threat to a school building, or to any premises at which a school activity
IS occurring at the time of the threat. Any expulsion under this provision extends, as necessary,
into the school year following the school year in which the incident that gives rise to the
expulsion takes place.
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Matters which might lead to a reduction of the expulsion period include the student’s mental
and/or physical characteristics or conditions, the age of the student and its relevance to the
punishment, the prior disciplinary history of the student and/or the intent of the perpetrator.

The student code of conduct is made available to students and parents and is posted in a central
location within each building.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: February 14, 2017]
[Re-adoption date: October 9, 2018]

LEGAL REFS.: Gun-Free Schools Act; 20 USC 1751
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.
Children’s Internet Protection Act; 47 USC 254(h)(5)(b)(iii); (P.L. 106-554,
HR 4577, 2000, 114 Stat 2763)
ORC 3313.20; 3313.534; 3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662; 3313.668

CROSS REFS.: AC, Nondiscrimination
EBC, Emergency Management and Safety Plans
ECAB, Vandalism
EDE, Computer/Online Services (Acceptable Use and Internet Safety)
JFCA, Student Dress Code
JFCEA, Gangs
JFCF, Hazing and Bullying (Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)
JFCJ, Weapons in the Schools
JFCK, Use of Electronic Communication Equipment by Students
JG, Student Discipline
JGA, Corporal Punishment
JGD, Student Suspension
JGDA, Emergency Removal of Student
JGE, Student Expulsion
JM, Staff-Student Relations (Also GBH)
JP, Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports
Student Handbooks
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NOTE: In accordance with State law, all boards of education are required to have a
““zero tolerance” policy. Although this policy satisfies the provision of law,
administrators are encouraged to develop a comprehensive list of rules for students
— the actual codes of conduct — with corresponding disciplinary sanctions for
violations.

House Bill (HB) 318 (2018) requires each school district’s *““zero tolerance” policy
to comply with HB 318’s provisions on suspending and expelling students in grades
pre-K through three, the State Board of Education’s (SBOE) positive behavioral
interventions and supports framework, and the SBOE’s standards for the use of
physical restraint or seclusion on students.

HB 410 (2016) removed the requirement for districts to include excessive truancy in
zero tolerance policies. HB 410 also prohibits districts from extending a
suspension into the next school year if there are less than 10 days remaining in the
current school year. The superintendent may instead require the student to
complete community service or another alternative consequence determined
appropriate. Districts also are prohibited from disciplining a student based solely
on the basis of the student being absent from school without legitimate excuse.

The Children’s Internet Protection Act added a requirement that effective July 1,
2012, all school districts participating in the E-Rate program must include
language in their Internet safety policy regarding the education of minors
concerning appropriate online behavior, including interacting with other
individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms and cyberbullying
awareness and response. Districts must also develop an educational plan to
implement the program. Helpful resources for educational plan development are
available at OnGuardOnline.gov.

This list of rules should be published in student handbooks, made available to
parents, reviewed and revised yearly and approved by the board. When approved

by the board, provisions in student handbooks carry the same legal status as board
policies.
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STUDENT CONDUCT
(Zero Tolerance)

Students are expected to conduct themselves in a way that exhibits respect and consideration for
the rights of others. Students of the District must conform with school regulations and accept
directions from authorized school personnel. The Board has “zero tolerance” of violent,
disruptive, harassing, intimidating, bullying or any other inappropriate behavior by its students.

A student who fails to comply with established school rules or with any reasonable request made
by school personnel on school property and/or at school-related events is subject to approved
student discipline regulations. Students are also subject to discipline, as outlined in the student
code of conduct for misbehavior that occurs off school property when the misbehavior endangers
the health and safety of students within the District or adversely affects the education process.
The Superintendent/designee develops regulations that establish strategies ranging from
prevention to intervention to address student misbehavior, and provides continuing instruction in
dating violence prevention in health education courses in grades 7 through 12.

Students and parents receive, at the beginning of each school year or upon enrolling in the
District schools during the year, written information on the rules and regulations to which they
are subject while in school or participating in any school-related activity or event. The
information includes the types of conduct that are subject to suspension or expulsion from school
or other forms of disciplinary action. The Board directs the administration to make all students
aware of the student code of conduct and the fact that any violations of the student code of
conduct are punishable. The rules also apply to any form of student misconduct directed at a
District official or employee or the property of a District official or employee, regardless of
where the misconduct occurs.

If a student violates this policy or the student code of conduct, school personnel, students or
parents should report the student to the appropriate principal. The administration cooperates in
any prosecution pursuant to the criminal laws of the state of Ohio and local ordinances.

A student may be expelled for up to one year if he/she commits an act that inflicts serious
physical harm to persons or property if it was committed at school, on other school property or at
a school activity, event or program.

The Superintendent is authorized to expel a student from school for a period not to exceed one
year for making a bomb threat to a school building, or to any premises at which a school activity
IS occurring at the time of the threat. Any expulsion under this provision extends, as necessary,
into the school year following the school year in which the incident that gives rise to the
expulsion takes place.
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Matters which might lead to a reduction of the expulsion period include the student’s mental
and/or physical characteristics or conditions, the age of the student and its relevance to the
punishment, the prior disciplinary history of the student and/or the intent of the perpetrator.

The student code of conduct is made available to students and parents and is posted in a central
location within each building.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: February 14, 2017]

LEGAL REFS.:

CROSS REFS.:

Gun-Free Schools Act; 20 USC 1751

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act; 20 USC 1221 et seq.

Children’s Internet Protection Act; 47 USC 254(h)(5)(b)(iii); (P.L. 106-554,
HR 4577, 2000, 114 Stat 2763)

ORC 3313.20; 3313.534; 3313.66; 3313.661; 3313.662; 3313.668

AC, Nondiscrimination

EBC, Emergency Management and Safety Plans

ECAB, Vandalism

EDE, Computer/Online Services (Acceptable Use and Internet Safety)
JFCA, Student Dress Code

JFCEA, Gangs

JFCF, Hazing and Bullying (Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)
JFCJ, Weapons in the Schools

JFCK, Use of Electronic Communication Equipment by Students

JG, Student Discipline

JGA, Corporal Punishment

JGD, Student Suspension

JGDA, Emergency Removal of Student

JGE, Student Expulsion

JM, Staff-Student Relations (Also GBH)

Student Handbooks

NOTE: In accordance with State law, all boards of education are required to have a
““zero tolerance™ policy. Although this policy satisfies the provision of law,

administrators are encouraged to develop a comprehensive list of rules for students

— the actual codes of conduct — with corresponding disciplinary sanctions for
violations.
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House Bill (HB) 410 (2016) removed the requirement for districts to include
excessive truancy in zero tolerance policies. HB 410 also prohibits districts from
extending a suspension into the next school year if there are less than 10 days
remaining in the current school year. The superintendent may instead require the
student to complete community service or another alternative consequence
determined appropriate. Districts also are prohibited from disciplining a student
based solely on the basis of the student being absent from school without legitimate
excuse.

The Children’s Internet Protection Act added a requirement that effective July 1,
2012, all school districts participating in the E-Rate program must include
language in their Internet safety policy regarding the education of minors
concerning appropriate online behavior, including interacting with other
individuals on social networking websites and in chat rooms and cyberbullying
awareness and response. Districts must also develop an educational plan to
implement the program. Helpful resources for educational plan development are
available at OnGuardOnline.gov.

This list of rules should be published in student handbooks, made available to
parents, reviewed and revised yearly and approved by the board. When approved

by the board, provisions in student handbooks carry the same legal status as board
policies.
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STUDENT DRESS CODE

School dress should enhance a positive image of the students and the District and not threaten the
health, welfare and safety of the members of the student body. Any form of dress or grooming
that attracts undue attention, prompting a disruption of the learning environment or violating the
previous statement, is unacceptable.

Requirements include the following.

1. Dress and grooming standards require cleanliness in the interest of health, sanitary
conditions and safety requirements.

2. When a student is participating in school activities, his/her dress and grooming must
not disrupt his/her performance or that of other students or constitute a health threat to
himself/herself or other students.

3. Dress and grooming are not such as to disrupt the teaching/learning process.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]

LEGAL REFS.: U.S. Const. Amend. |
ORC 3313.20; 3313.665

CROSS REFS.: JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JFCEA, Gangs
Student Handbooks
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File: JFCC (Also EEACC)

STUDENT CONDUCT ON DISTRICT MANAGED TRANSPORTATION

The Board furnishes transportation in compliance with State law. This fact does not relieve
parents of students from the responsibility of supervision until such time as the student boards
the vehicle and after the student leaves the vehicle at the end of the school day.

Students on District managed transportation are under the authority of, and directly responsible
to, the driver. The driver has the authority to enforce the established regulations for rider
conduct. Disorderly conduct or refusal to submit to the authority of the driver is sufficient
reason for refusing transportation services or suspending transportation services to any student
once proper procedures are followed.

The Board authorizes the Superintendent or other administrators to suspend a student from
District managed transportation privileges for a period not to exceed one school year. The only
due process required is the student must receive notice of an intended suspension from District
managed transportation and an opportunity to appear before the Superintendent or other
administrator before the suspension is imposed.

The Board’s policy regarding suspension from District managed transportation privileges must
be posted in a central location in each school building and made available to students upon
request.

Regulations regarding conduct on District managed transportation, as well as general information
about the school transportation program, are available to all parents and students.

[Adoption date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-adoption date: December 8, 2015]

LEGAL REFS.: ORC 3327.01; 3327.014
OAC 3301-83-08

CROSS REFS.: JFC, Student Conduct (Zero Tolerance)
JG, Student Discipline
Staff Handbooks
Student Handbooks

NOTE: Ohio Revised Code Section 3327.014 requires the board to identify in its policy “a
period of time” for suspension of school bus riding privileges. The provision in the
third paragraph to suspend for a period ““not to exceed one school year” is
intentionally broad to allow the district more flexibility in administering discipline.

The coding of this sample policy indicates that the identical policy is also filed in
Section J, Students.
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File: JFCC-R (Also EEACC-R)

STUDENT CONDUCT ON DISTRICT MANAGED TRANSPORTATION

The following regulations pertain to student conduct on District managed transportation and are
intended to ensure the safety and welfare of the students, the driver and other drivers on the road
and to ensure safety and proper maintenance of school vehicles.

Students will:

1.

10.

11.

be careful in approaching bus stops, walk on the left facing oncoming traffic, be sure
that the road is clear both ways before crossing the highway and wait in a location clear
of traffic;

arrive at the bus stop before the bus is scheduled to arrive in order to permit the bus to
follow the time schedule;

not exhibit behavior at the bus stop that threatens life, limb or property of any
individual;

sit in assigned seats (drivers have the right to assign a student to a seat and to expect
reasonable conduct similar to conduct expected in a classroom);

reach assigned seat without disturbing or crowding other students and remain seated
while the vehicle is moving;

obey the driver promptly and respectfully and recognize that he/she has an important
responsibility and that it is everyone’s duty to help ensure safety;

keep the vehicle clean and sanitary, refrain from chewing gum or consuming candy,
food or drinks on the vehicle at any time (accept as required for medical reasons);

refrain from using profane language and from loud talking or laughing (unnecessary
confusion diverts the driver’s attention and might result in a serious accident);

remain seated keeping aisles and exits clear, keep head, arms and hands inside the
vehicle at all times and not throw or pass objects on, from or into the vehicle;

be courteous to fellow students and to the driver;

treat equipment as one would treat valuable furniture in his/her home (damage to the
school vehicle is strictly forbidden);
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File: JFCC-R (Also EEACC-R)

12. not use tobacco on the vehicle or possess alcohol or drugs on the vehicle except as
prescription medications may be required for a student and

13. carry on the vehicle only items that can be held in their laps.

Students must remain seated until the vehicle stops, then promptly unload and wait in their
designated place of safety until the vehicle leaves. Students who must cross the street to reach
the residence side of the street must wait for the signal from the driver and cross in front of the
vehicle after also checking for traffic themselves.

Failure of a student to follow these regulations may result in his/her forfeiting the right of
transportation on District managed transportation.

Discipline

The Board authorizes the Superintendent or other administrators to suspend a student from
transportation privileges only for a period of up to one school year. The only due process
required is notice to the student of an intended bus riding suspension and an opportunity to
appear before the administrator considering the suspension before it happens. The
administrator’s decision is final.

When discipline problems with individual students arise, use the following guidelines.

1. If possible, the driver should resolve the problem.

2. When the driver is unable to resolve the problem, he/she should report it to the
transportation supervisor. The transportation supervisor and driver, if necessary, confer
with the principal. Any discipline is imposed by the principal of the school.

3. Problems that cannot be resolved by measures specified above are referred to the

Superintendent.

[Approval date: October 22, 2013]
[Re-approval date: December 8, 2015]

NOTE: The coding indicates that the identical regulation also is filed in Section J, Students.
It is advisable that regulations in the area of student transportation bear the
board’s official stamp of approval.
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HAZING AND BULLYING
(Harassment, Intimidation and Dating Violence)

The prohibition against hazing, dating violence, harassment, intimidation or bullying is
publicized in student handbooks and in the publications that set the standard of conduct for
schools and students in the District. In addition, information regarding the policy is incorporated
into employee handbooks and training materials.

School Personnel Responsibilities and Complaint Procedures

Hazing, bullying behavior and/or dating violence by any student/school personnel in the District
is strictly prohibited, and such conduct may result in disciplinary action, up to and including
suspension and/or expulsion from school. Hazing, bullying and/or dating violence means any
intentional written, verbal, graphic or physical acts, including electronically transmitted acts,
either overt or covert, by a student or group of students toward other students/school personnel
with the intent to haze, harass, intimidate, injure, threaten, ridicule or humiliate. Such behaviors
are prohibited on or immediately adjacent to school grounds, at any school-sponsored activity; in
any District publication; through the use of any District-owned or operated communication tools,
including but not limited to District email accounts and/or computers; on school-provided
transportation or at 